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The Estate Director

The Estate Director is a guide to help you begin planning and a supplement to estate planning documents you will prepare.

Most estate plans state only the basics, such as a will nominating your children’s guardian(s) or medical power of attorney nominating your agent(s).

But those documents lack the intimate details of your wishes and how you want your estate handled. Without a guide, your guardians, agents, personal representatives and trustees are left guessing what you would have wanted.

Visit www.livingtrustvswill.com to purchase the Estate Director.




Identify and Prioritize 
Estate Planning Needs and Concerns

Rank your current needs using 1 (Highest) through 10 (Lowest).  The same ranking can be given to multiple goals.  Present this completed page to your estate planner.

______	Appointing agents for medical and financial powers of attorney

______  	Asset protection 

______ 	Loss of income due to disability

______  	Long-term care costs

______	Appointing guardians for children

______	Controlling distributions to young beneficiaries

______	Providing for a special needs beneficiary

______	Providing a temporary residence for a family member to use

______	Caring for a pet

______	Income and debt relief for surviving dependents

______  	Avoiding probate

______  	Avoiding estate taxes 
Federal estate taxes in 2011 and 2012 affect those with net estates 
over $5,000,000.  Some states have an estate tax of their own.


Locating an Estate Planner


SOURCES OF DOCUMENTS

There are typically three sources for estate planning documents:

1. Online sources or do-it-yourself kits
2. Legal document preparers (in some states)
3. Estate planning attorneys

The complexity of your situation and comfort level will likely determine which source you choose. Keep in mind only attorneys are allowed to provide legal advice and often can suggest additional strategies that do-it-yourself kits lack.



SUCCESSFUL WAYS TO FIND AN ATTORNEY

Here are four easy ways to locate an estate planning attorney:

1. Insurance agents and financial planners are great places to start asking for referrals since the nature of their business involves your assets.

2. Family and friends can provide first-hand experiences with an estate planner.

3. Contact your state’s bar asking for a recommendation.

4. Search the internet using good keywords:
· your city or state
· the terms “attorney”, “lawyer” or “estate planner” 
· and “will” or “living trust”

*NOTE – The full Estate Director includes “10 Money and Time-Saving Questions to Ask Estate Planners” prior to selecting your estate planner!
 
Fill In Estate Planning Gaps

If you found this free download useful, we are confident you will find the complete Estate Director an incredibly powerful addition to your estate plan. The documents you receive from an estate planner, whether a will, trust and/or powers of attorney, still leave areas requiring attention to ensure your estate is managed easily and avoids problems.

The Estate Director is an excellent complement to any estate plan and can be purchased at www.livingtrustvswill.com.

Topics covered include:

1. Detailed instructions for guardians of minor children
2. Contact information of people named in your estate plan and those involved with your estate
3. Full of list of all assets and liabilities
4. Information for medical power of attorney agents regarding various medical data
5. Information for financial power of attorney agents regarding your finances
6. Legacy information for future generations
7. Much more!

[bookmark: _GoBack]You could attempt to put this information together yourself, but there is a great chance you might miss some important piece which could cost money and time in the future for both you and those handling your estate.  The Estate Director undergoes continues revisions, which you will be free to download, as more areas are identified and included. Visit www.livingtrustvswill.com to purchase.
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ESTATE DIRECTOR

Providing Additional Insight In To Your Estate.
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